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THE BACK PAGE RAMBLINGS

OPINION

by Bruce Findlay aka meatmancgy

“I have a beef with…”

 It’s been about a year since I added that section on HobbyInsider.net and allowed member to spout off about 
things that really irk them, hobby-related and non-hobby related.  There has been a TONNE of different Beef threads, 
from snow, the post office, bad drivers, kidney stones, Starbucks and even Iron Chef America… I still don’t understand 
the issue with Iron Chef, but who am I to argue with the Beef section?  It’s now my time to write about what I think is 
the biggest pet peeve of those of us in the hobby who deal on eBay – the white envelope.

Now, for those of you who maybe don’t buy or sell on eBay and have no idea what I’m talking about, some sellers will 
package up trading cards and, to save money, slap them into a basic letter envelope and send them out to the buyer.  
The problem?  Well, it’s threefold:

1. Cost – most sellers charge between $3 and $4 for shipping/handling.  Most trading card purchasers will understand 
a $3 shipping charge when you take into account the penny sleeve, toploader, team bag, bubble envelope and 
oversized stamp cost.  When you get a white envelope with a $0.52 stamp on it, it’s obvious the seller just gouged you 
on shipping.  Incidentally, that is against one of eBay’s primary rules.

2. Protection / Damage – there is no extra padding provided in white envelopes and white envelopes go through the 
regular post office machine-sorting device, which can damage the cards.  Now, bubble envelopes aren’t invincible… 
but at least they add SOME sense of security for the buyer and bubble envelopes don’t go through automated sorting 
machines.

3. Due Care – this might not be a problem for some people, but for me it is.  By using a white envelope, this shows me 
the seller just doesn’t give a rat’s behind about the card or the buyer.  They are solely out to protect themselves and 
make as much money on the sale as possible.  In the very rarest of occasions, the white envelope has been used 
because the seller was out of bubblers or had another reasonable excuse… but 99.9% of the time there is just no place 
for this in our hobby.

One of the things I instigated when I took ownership of HobbyInsider.net was to put together a “Member Expecta-
tions” thread in which all users could understand the requirements and limitations of membership on the site.  I stated 
explicitly in those expectations that any sales or trades must be shipped using bubble mailers, period.  There is just no 
place for white envelopes in our hobby and on our site.

The last few Ramblings articles have been focused on the elections, 
the recession and Revenue Canada… perhaps not really hobby-related 

topics… so it’s time to throw this section for a loop!




